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case of need. I have therefore given him 500 crowns, promising him a pension
of 1000 crowns a year, and have induced him in this way to continue in your
Majesty's service, and not to go to the Diet . ... He has esteemed the favour
very highly, and assures me that not only he himself but all his house hope in
God to be able to render service to Jour Majesty. His parts and behaviour are
such that I doubt not great results will be attained . . . . JJ1
King Philip was determined to have value for his money; so while commending
Mendoza's promptitude in securing Lord Henry at a price of 1000 crowns a year,
he added, " it is understood [this] will only be paid him whilst he gives satisfaction
and not otherwise. He will thus be careful to please."*
On the ist November the same year, Mendoza impressed anew upon his King
the utility of Lord Henry. His other pensioner, Sir James Crofts, (Leicester's
especial enemy,) had given him no help for the last eight months; and he would
even have lost Lord Henry, had he not
" cast myself at his feet, and begged him not to leave the Court; and given
him 50,0 crowns, with a promise of woo crowns a year pension: which he
accepted, although he said that when I went away he could not well correspond
with anyone else, and must relinquish the pension .... I assure your Majesty
that he is extremely zealous, and gives me twice a wee\ the most confidential
and minute account of all that happens. . . . "
Whereas Lord Henry Howard, though suspected in 1581, and again in 1585,
regained the Queen's favour, his nephew suffered ten years imprisonment, and
much grief. Lord Henry, the actual double-dealer, evaded detection; and was to
gain a new Earldom under James I, and survive into old age, in circumstances we
will in due course see.3 It was to prevent Arundel from influencing the rest of
the nobility to be reconciled to Rome,—-which meant also to Spain,—that he was
kept in prison. That he, who had little or no political motive, was the scapegoat,
and that his uncle, the actual conspirator with Spain, was more and more trusted
by the Queen, is one of those ironies of character and circumstance which, if
presented on the stage, would be called " Shakespearian." This will be fully
realised after we have considered the careers of both these Howards up to the end.
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3 The sorrows of Lord Arundel, and his trial in 1589, will be treated under date. During the
intervening years, we should remember him as captive in the Tower of London, where his tether,
grandfather, and great-grandfather had all been prisoners before him, all on the charge of High
Treason. Although Mendoza believed he would join a rising on behalf of the Queen of Scots,
this assurance seems to have rested only on Lord Henry's word. Unless we find direct evidence
under Arundel's own hand, his denials to the Queen should be accepted.

